True addiction involves the compulsive use of, and obsession with, a substance despite repeated physical, psychological or social harm to the user.

Repeated use continues, in the face of all reason, in the hope that further episodes of consumption or use will have the desired physical or psychological effects without the unwanted and often serious ones.

This repetitive harmful use may continue for many years without a single recurring episode of  the desired pleasurable outcome.

To the true addict the next use of the substance will always be expected to have the desired conclusion despite the previous innumerable failures.
